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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1,7,12,14,21 and 22 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

Claim 1 (line 2) recites "each having". It should recite --each edge having--. 
Claim 7 (line 2) recites "each having". It should recite -each edge having--. 
Claim 12 (line 2) recites "each having". It should recite --each edge having--. 
Claim 14 (line 3) recites "the device". It should recite --the housing--. 
Claim 21 (line 2) recites "each having". It should recite -each edge having--. 
Claim 22 (line 2) recites "each having". It should recite -each edge having--. 
For the purpose of examining the application, it is assumed that appropriate 
correction has been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 6 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 6 recites "A housing comprising the apparatus". Claim 6 omits the 
necessary structural limitations in order to determine the structural cooperating 
relationship between the apparatus and the housing. It is unclear as to whether claim 6 
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is merely renaming the apparatus as a housing, or whether the housing and the 
apparatus are separate structures. 

Claim 20 recites "An electrical power supply comprising the housing". Claim 20 
omits the necessary structural limitations in order to determine the structural 
cooperating relationship between the electrical power supply and the housing. It is 
unclear as to whether claim 20 is merely renaming the housing as an electrical power 
supply, or whether the housing and the electrical power supply are separate structures. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1,5-7,11,12 and 16-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Raspotnig (US 6,543,957). 

As to claim 1 , Raspotnig discloses an apparatus for detachably mounting a 
device 10 to a rail 28 having generally oppositely facing first and second edges, each 
edge having adjacent front and back faces, the apparatus comprising: 

a bracket 12 on the device, the bracket having a recess for receiving the first 
edge of the rail, the recess including a lip for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent 
the first edge; 
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a clamp 22 on the device, the clamp having a resilient wing 26 for resiliently 
engaging the front face of the rail, proximal to the engagement between the rail and the 
lip; and 

a latch 44 for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the second edge 
against the bias of the clamp (Figures 1-4). 

As to claim 5, Raspotnig discloses an apparatus wherein the latch 44 is movably 
coupled to the device 10 to slidably engage the back face of the rail 28 adjacent the 
second edge in a first direction and to slidably disengage the rail in a second direction 
(Figure 4). 

As to claim 6, Raspotnig discloses a housing 10 comprising the apparatus 
(Figure 1). 

As to claim 7, Raspotnig discloses in combination with a rail 28 having generally 
oppositely facing first and second edges, each edge having adjacent front and back 
faces, a device 10 detachably mounted to the rail, the device comprising: 

a bracket 12 having a recess for receiving the first edge of the rail, the recess 
including a lip for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the first edge; 

a clamp 22 having a resilient wing 26 for resiliently engaging the front face of the 
rail, proximal to the engagement between the rail and the Lip; and 

a latch 44 for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the second edge 
against the bias of the clamp (Figures 1-4). 

As to claim 11, Raspotnig discloses a combination wherein the latch 44 is 
movably coupled to the device 10 to slidably engage the back face of the rail 28 
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adjacent the second edge in a first direction and to slidably disengage the rail in a 
second direction (Figure 4). 

As to claim 12, Raspotnig discloses a housing 10 detachably mountable to a rail 
28 having generally oppositely facing first and second edges, each edge having 
adjacent front and back faces, the housing comprising: 

a bracket 12 defining a recess for receiving the first edge of the rail, the recess 
including a Lip for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the first edge; 

a clamp 22 including a resilient wing 26 for resiliently engaging the front face of 
the rail, proximal to the engagement between the rail and the Lip; and 

a latch 44 for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the second edge 
against the bias of the clamp (Figures 1-4). 

As to claim 16, Raspotnig discloses a housing 10 wherein the housing defines a 
plurality of generally rectangular openings for venting an area between the housing and 
a component positioned within the housing (Figure 1). 

As to claim 17, Raspotnig discloses a housing 10 wherein the openings are 
arranged in a plurality of rows, each row being generally perpendicular to a front surface 
of the housing (Figure 1). 

As to claim 18, Raspotnig discloses a housing 10 wherein the housing includes a 
beveled front surface (Figure 1 ). 

As to claim 19, Raspotnig discloses a housing 10 wherein the Latch 44 is 
movably coupled to the housing to slidably engage the back face of the rail 28 adjacent 
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the second edge in a first direction and to slidably disengage the rail in a second 
direction (Figure 4). 

As to claim 20, Raspotnig discloses an electrical power supply comprising the 
housing 10 (Figure 1). 

As to claim 21 , Raspotnig discloses an apparatus for detachably mounting a 
device 10 to a rail 28 having generally oppositely facing first and second edges, each 
edge having adjacent front and back faces, the apparatus comprising: 

means 12, coupled to the device, for defining a recess for receiving the first edge 
of the rail, the recess including a Lip for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the 
first edge; 

means 22, coupled to the device, for resiliently engaging the front face of the rail, 
proximal to the engagement between the rail and the Lip; and 

means 44 for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the second edge 
against the bias of the means for resiliently engaging (Figures 1-4). 

As to claim 22, Raspotnig discloses a method for detachably mounting a device 
10 to a rail 28 having generally oppositely facing first and second edges, each edge 
having adjacent front and back faces, the method comprising: 

positioning the first edge of the rail within a recess defined by a bracket 12 on the 
device, the positioning engaging a Lip of the recess with the back face of the rail 
adjacent the first edge and resiliently engaging a wing 26 of a clamp 22 on the device 
with the front face of the rail, proximal to the engagement between the rail and the Lip; 
and 
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engaging a Latch 44 with the back face of the rail adjacent the second edge 
against the bias of the clamp (Figures 1-4). 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Baum 
(US 5,480,310). 

As to claim 1 , Baum discloses an apparatus for detachably mounting a device 10 
to a rail 12 having generally oppositely facing first and second edges, each edge having 
adjacent front and back faces, the apparatus comprising: 

a bracket 45 on the device, the bracket having a recess for receiving the first 
edge of the rail, the recess including a lip for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent 
the first edge; 

a clamp 15 on the device, the clamp having a resilient wing 30,26 for resiliently 
engaging the front face of the rail, proximal to the engagement between the rail and the 
lip; and 

a latch 47 for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the second edge 
against the bias of the clamp (Figures 1 and 8-1 1 ). 

As to claim 2, Baum discloses an apparatus wherein the clamp 15 comprises two 
wings 30,26 disposed on opposite sides of the bracket 45 (Figure 1 1 ). 
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As to claim 3, Baum discloses an apparatus wherein the clamp 15 has a 
generally C-shaped 26,30 cross-section, with a substantially flat central section 41 
disposed between the bracket 45 and the device 10 (Figure 11). 

As to claim 4, Baum discloses an apparatus wherein the clamp 15 has an 
opening therethrough (between wings 26,30) for receiving (seating) a portion of the 
bracket 45 (Figure 1 1 ). 

As to claim 5, Baum discloses an apparatus wherein the latch 47 is movably 
coupled to the device 10 to slidably engage the back face of the rail 12 adjacent the 
second edge in a first direction and to slidably disengage the rail in a second direction 
(Figure 9). 

As to claim 6, Baum discloses a housing 10 comprising the apparatus (Figure 1 ). 

As to claim 7, Baum discloses in combination with a rail 12 having generally 
oppositely facing first and second edges, each edge having adjacent front and back 
faces, a device detachably mounted to the rail, the device comprising: 

a bracket 45 having a recess for receiving the first edge of the rail, the recess 
including a Lip for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the first edge; 

a clamp 15 having a resilient wing 26,30 for resiliently engaging the front face of 
the rail, proximal to the engagement between the rail and the Lip; and 

a latch 47 for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the second edge 
against the bias of the clamp (Figures 1 and 8-1 1 ). 

As to claim 8, Baum discloses a combination wherein the clamp 15 comprises 
two resilient wings 26,30 disposed on opposite sides of the bracket 45 (Figure 1 1 ). 
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As to claim 9, Baum discloses a combination wherein the clamp 15 has a 
generally C-shaped 26,30 cross-section, with a substantially flat central section 41 
disposed between the bracket 45 and the device 10 (Figure 11). 

As to claim 10, Baum discloses a combination wherein the clamp 15 has an 
opening therethrough (between wings 26,30) for receiving (seating) a portion of the 
bracket 45 (Figure 1 1 ). 

As to claim 1 1 , Baum discloses a combination wherein the latch 47 is movably 
coupled to the device to slidably engage the back face of the rail 12 adjacent the 
second edge in a first direction and to slidably disengage the rail in a second direction 
(Figure 9). 

As to claim 12, Baum discloses a housing 10 detachably mountable to a rail 12 
having generally oppositely facing first and second edges, each edge having adjacent 
front and back faces, the housing comprising: 

a bracket 45 defining a recess for receiving the first edge of the rail, the recess 
including a Lip for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the first edge; 

a clamp 15 including a resilient wing 26,30 for resiliently engaging the front face 
of the rail, proximal to the engagement between the rail and the Lip; and 

a Latch 47 for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the second edge 
against the bias of the clamp (Figures 1 and 8-1 1 ). 

As to claim 13, Baum discloses a housing 10 wherein the clamp 15 comprises 
two wings 26,30 disposed on opposite sides of the bracket 45 (Figure 1 1 ). 
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As to claim 14, Baum discloses a housing 10 wherein the clamp 15 has a 
generally C-shaped 26,33 cross-section, with a substantially flat central section 41 
disposed between the bracket 45 and the housing 10 (Figure 11). 

As to claim 15, Baum discloses a housing 10 wherein the clamp 15 has an 
opening (between wings 26,30) therethrough for receiving (seating) a portion of the 
bracket 45 (Figure 1 1 ). 

As to claim 16, Baum discloses a housing 10 wherein the housing defines a 
plurality of generally rectangular openings for venting an area between the housing and 
a component positioned within the housing (Figure 1). 

As to claim 17, Baum discloses a housing 10 wherein the openings are arranged 
in a plurality of rows, each row being generally perpendicular to a front surface of the 
housing (Figure 1 ). 

As to claim 18, Baum discloses a housing 10 wherein the housing includes a 
beveled front surface (Figure 1). 

As to claim 19, Baum discloses a housing 10 wherein the Latch 47 is movably 
coupled to the housing to slidably engage the back face of the rail 12 adjacent the 
second edge in a first direction and to slidably disengage the rail in a second direction 
(Figure 9). 

As to claim 20, Baum discloses an electrical power supply (inherently; not 
shown) comprising (attached to) the housing 10 (Figure 1). 
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As to claim 21 , Baum discloses an apparatus for detachably mounting a device 
10 to a rail 12 having generally oppositely facing first and second edges, each edge 
having adjacent front and back faces, the apparatus comprising: 

means 45, coupled to the device, for defining a recess for receiving the first edge 
of the rail, the recess including a Lip for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the 
first edge; 

means 15, coupled to the device, for resiliently engaging the front face of the rail, 
proximal to the engagement between the rail and the Lip; and 

means 47 for engaging the back face of the rail adjacent the second edge 
against the bias of the means for resiliently engaging (Figures 1 and 8-11). 

As to claim 22, Baum discloses a method for detachably mounting a device 10 to 
a rail 12 having generally oppositely facing first and second edges, each edge having 
adjacent front and back faces, the method comprising: 

positioning the first edge of the rail within a recess defined by a bracket 45 on the 
device, the positioning engaging a Lip of the recess with the back face of the rail 
adjacent the first edge and resiliently engaging a wing 26,30 of a clamp 15 on the 
device with the front face of the rail, proximal to the engagement between the rail and 
the Lip; and 

engaging a Latch 47 with the back face of the rail adjacent the second edge 
against the bias of the clamp (Figures 1 and 8-1 1 ). 
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As to claim 23, Baum discloses a method wherein the method includes coupling 
the clamp 15 to the device 10 by positioning a portion 41 of the clamp between the 
device and the bracket 45 (Figure 1 1 ). 

As to claim 24, Baum discloses a method wherein the clamp has a generally C- 
shaped 26,30 cross-section with a substantially flat central section 41, and wherein the 
coupling includes positioning the substantially flat central section between the bracket 
45 and the device 10 (Figure 1 1 ). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claim 25 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

As to claim 25, Baum discloses the claimed method with the exception of 
wherein the clamp has an opening therethrough, and wherein the coupling includes 
receiving a portion of the bracket, through the opening of the clamp. 

There is no teaching or suggestion, absent the applicants' own disclosure, for 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify a 
method as disclosed by Baum to have the above mentioned elemental features. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents show the state of the art with respect to 
mounting apparatuses: 

Diekmann et al. (US 5,890,916) and Bechaz et al. (US 6,471,552) are cited for 
pertaining to apparatuses comprising a bracket, a clamp having a wing and a latch. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P. Ferguson whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7081 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571)272-7087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^-^ 
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